X                                           PREFACE.

indebted to Popular Government. Nevertheless, if
there be even an approximation to truth in the con -
elusions which I have reached in the three papers first
printed in this volume, some. assumptions commonly
made on the subject must be discarded. In the
Essay on the " Prospects of Popular Government "
I have shown that, as a matter of fact. Popular
Government, since its reintroduction into the world,
has proved itself to be extremely fragile. In the
Essay on the " Nature of Democracy " I have given
some reasons for thinking that, in the extreme form
to which it tends, it is, of all kinds of government, by
far the most difficult. In the "Age of Progress " I
have argued that the perpetual change which, as
understood in modern times, it appears to demand, is
not in harmony with the normal forces ruling human
nature, and is apt therefore to lead to cruel disappoint-
ment or serious disaster. If I am in any degree right,
Popular Government, especially as it approaches the
democratic form, will tax to the utmost all the
political sagacity and statesmanship of the world to
keep it from misfortune. Happily, if there are some
facts which augur ill for its duration and success,
there are others which suggest that it is not beyond
the powers of human reason to discover remedies for
its infirmities. For the purpose of bringing out a